
Livingston County Common Reasons for Document Rejection 
 
The Register of Deeds is a constitutional office established by the Michigan State Legislature as the custodian of legal 
documents pertaining to real property. What does this mean?  This means it is the purpose and goal of the Register of 
Deeds office (ROD) to record documents in a searchable format so that future generations can find the recorded 
documents and locate the information within. 
 
The Michigan Legislature has an approved set of statutes in place called Recording Requirements, Act 103 of 
1937, (https://www.legislature.mi.gov) that must be met and followed in order for a document to be properly 
recorded and indexed. These statutes are in place to provide a uniform set of acceptable guidelines so that when 
people roam from county to county searching documents, they have a similar format. That said, not every 
document recorded will look the same. The recording requirements for different documents can be met by using 
different formats. There can be 12 plus different looks for a recorded Quit Claim Deed and each will or should 
contain all the information needed to meet the statutes for recordability. 
 
What happens when it does not meet the statute? 
 
When a document is submitted to the ROD, it will be reviewed to ensure that it meets the statutes put in place. 
If the document does not meet the guidelines, the ROD will reject the document. When a document is rejected, 
it will be returned to the drafter or submitter for corrections. In order to meet the Michigan Association of 
Register of Deeds (MARD) standards, the ROD will attempt to tell the drafter why the document was rejected. 
There is an approved MARD rejection form that lists the rejection reasons and statute numbers that must be 
met. 
 
It is a best practice for the drafter to fully review the document to check for any additional rejection reasons 
while they are making the correction. ROD is ensuring the recordability; they are not verifying the content. 
 
What are the most common reasons for a document being rejected? 
 
Over the past 3 years, there has been a steady increase in the number of documents being rejected. There is a 
wide range of reasons for this increase in rejected documents. These reasons can range from ROD offices 
receiving historically high numbers of documents submitted for recording to a lack of training for personnel 
sending the documents over. Some of the most common rejection reasons can easily be caught and will save 
both time and money for the person sending the document and the ROD. 
 
Some of the most common reasons documents are rejected revolve around the Notary Acknowledgment:  
 

1. Every document scanned for e-recording MUST be an original.   
a. ROD is required to record original documents and signatures only. We cannot accept a fax or e-

mail of the original signature page. These copies should also not be submitted for electronic 
recording. The original hard copy documents with signatures must be presented whether the 
recording process is in person or through e-recording. 

 
2. Printed names under the signature line must match the printed names in notary acknowledgment. 

a. If there is a middle initial, that should carry through the entire document (Example attached). 
 

3. The County above the notary acknowledgment must match the Notary acting in county. 
 

4. Pre-printed county below notary signature does not match county in notary stamp (commissioned 
county). This is commonly a preprinted field on lender documents. It must match with notary. 
 

5. Date missing in notary acknowledgment. This is the date the notary action took place, including the 
year. 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/


(1) Original Document 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said Grantor has signed and sealed these presents the day and year 
first above written. 
 

_____________________   _____________________ 
(2) Brandon S. Smith   Karen Smith 
     

Notary Acknowledgment 
 
Deed signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of: 
 
State of    Michigan   
County of Livingston  

(3) The county listed here, must match where the Notary act is taking place. This should 
also match the “Acting in____” listed below. 
 
 
 
The foregoing was acknowledged before me this (5) date  day of  (5) month, 2022 by the 
undersigned, (2) Brandon S. Smith and Karen Smith, who are personally known to me or 
satisfactorily proven to me to be the person whose name is subscribed to the within instrument. 
 
Signature of Notary Public 
 
_________________________________ 
Printed Name of Notary Public 
 
Acting in: __________________________(3) 
My commission expires: ____________ __  (seal) 
 
 
County of Livingston (frequently seen preprinted on mortgages) 
 
(4) The state and county must match where the Notary is commissioned. See the * in Sample 
Notary Stamp. 
 
Instrument Prepared/Drafted by and Return to: 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
* Prepared/Drafted by and Return to must  
be completed and included on all Recorded 
documents. 
 
Simply reviewing and following these guidelines on the Notary section and signature page will correct a lot of 

statute errors and reduce the number of rejected documents. 
 

Written by: Brandon Barefield, Chief Deputy Register of Deeds 
Livingston County, MI 

Sample Notary Stamp 
Notary Public, State of Michigan* 

Nicholas Notary 
County of Livingston* 

My commission expires: 1-02-2025 
Acting in the county of (3)____________ 


